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    The Waynesville R-VI District boasts 
many fine schools. What happens within 
the walls of those schools is important; 
what happens beyond those walls can 
be magic. 
    In April, students in Gail Forsyth’s 
East Elementary kindergarten class and 
ninth graders in John Forsyth’s fifth 
period Language Arts 9 class traveled 
together to Bray Conservation Area, 
near Rolla. (A Discover Nature Schools 
grant from the Missouri Department of 
Conservation paid the transportation 
costs). At Bray, the students worked 
together to complete a nature scavenger 
hunt, and ninth graders presented and 
performed stories that they had written 
for their kindergarten audience. 
    “I am so impressed that Mr. and Mrs. 
Forsyth are collaborating together with 
their students,” says East Principal 
Hilary Bales. “This interaction between 
high school and elementary school 
students affects both groups in a 
positive way.  They are trailblazers!”
    Both teachers had prepared their 
students carefully. Mrs. Forsyth and 
her students studied plants, animals and 
other features they might find on an 
Ozark trail. 
    Mr. Forsyth’s students gave his 
students these instructions: 
    • write a story that would interest, 
and perhaps teach, an audience of five-
year-old children

9th graders, kindergartners take magical field trip

    • make the main character a Missouri 
animal and include dialogue in your 
story
    • present it to your audience in an 
effective way
    The ninth graders split into groups, 
each with an artist who would illustrate 
the story. Although they were not 
required to do so, the ninth graders also 
created hand puppets or adapted stuffed 
animals as “actors” in their presentation. 
They prepared to read their stories in a 
reader’s theatre format. 
    On the weekend before the trip, the 
Forsyths walked the trail, noting plants, 
rocks, and other features that could be 
incorporated into the hunt.  When the 
time for the hunt came, ninth graders 
made sure that their younger friends 
stayed on the trail; they also read 
material on the scavenger hunt sheets. 
   After the scavenger hunt, 
kindergarteners enjoyed a time for play, 
while the ninth graders rehearsed their 
presentations one last time. The end 
result? Magic. 

    The kindergarteners had many things 
to say about their experience:
    “I liked seeing the fish because it was 
hard for others to see but not for me.”
    “I liked the umbrella plants. If I was 
little and tiny, I would go under one of 
them when it was raining.”
    “I liked rolling down the hill!”
    “I liked the butterflies.”
    “I liked sitting with the big kids on 
the bus.” (Everyone agreed with this 
one!)
    “I liked hiking up the mountain and 
looking for things in the woods.”
    “I liked watching the big kids tell 
stories.”
   In the coming weeks, Mrs. Forsyth 
will re-read the stories to her class and 
ask them to create illustrations of their 
own for each story. 
   “Magic” takes many forms. On a 
breezy Ozark morning beneath the 
emerging dogwood blossoms, two 
teachers and their students succeeded in 
creating some magic of their own. 
   

Waynesville High School ninth graders in John Forsyth’s class present original 
stories to kindergartners in Gail Forsyth’s class at East Elementary.  



    The video production program at Waynesville Career Center will provide live 
coverage of the 2014 Waynesville High School Graduation Ceremony on Cable 
America Channel 12 and online.
     “We hope that everyone can attend graduation, but realize some students will 
not be able to have their parents or family members attend. This is especially true 
for students who have family members who are actively deployed,” says Mr. Tim 
Wallace, Waynesville R-VI School District’s video production instructor and district 
programmer. “We don’t want parents to miss this important milestone because they 
are unable to attend, so in addition to broadcasting the event live on Channel 12 we 
will also provide a live video stream online. No matter where you are, if you have an 
internet connection, you can watch Waynesville’s graduation ceremony.”
     The 2014 Waynesville High School Graduation Ceremony live internet stream can 
be played from any computer or mobile device with a high-speed Internet connection. 
Students graduate in order of how they are seated, not in alphabetical order.
     Viewers can access the live stream by visiting the Waynesville School District 
website: www.waynesville.k12.mo.us. Live coverage of the ceremony begins Friday, 
May 23 at 7:30 PM CST.

Baccalaureate      6 p.m. Sunday, May 17    WHS Auditorium
Sr. Honors Night      7 p.m. Tuesday, May 20    WHS Auditorium
Passing the Torch   8:30 a.m.  Friday, May 23        WHS Gym
Graduation              7:30 p.m.  Friday, May 23    Tiger Stadium/WHS Gym

Graduation  to be broadcast live

Class of 2014 activities at a glance

The attendance winners for the 
month of April were Trevor Austin 
Barnett (WMDS, Grade 8); Logan 
Shane (Partridge, Grade K); Juliann 
Alexis Vega (East, Grade 2); and 
not pictured: Raul Alejandro Nunez-
Rosado (WHS, Grade 9). The three 
are with Dr. Brian Henry, assistant
superintendent of instructional 
services. The students, chosen at 
random, each received a $50 check 
from Citizens Mortgage Company of 
St. Robert for their good attendance. 
In June, a grand prize drawing for 
$250 will be held. 

Waynesville choirs presented a concert on May 1, culminating with all the choirs coming together to sing “When You Believe.” 

Top left, the Waynesville District 
Elementary Honor Choir (grades 3-5) 
directed by Nathan Schaefferkoetter and 
Cheryl Wood; at left, the Sixth Grade 
Choir directed by Cyndee Gilmore; top, 
the WHS Chamber Choir, directed by 
Schaefferkoetter; and above, the WMDS 
Advanced Choir, directed by Gilmore. 



Austin Schrum was the recipient of 
the Lou and Nadine Moore Memorial 
Award and $50. 

    Waynesville High School music 
students competed at State Music Solo 
and Small Ensemble contest May 2. 
WHS had 14 entries and five of the 
entries received a “I” rating:
    Dallas Ernst - saxophone solo
    April Hodges - vocal solo
    Kristen Thiemann - trumpet solo
    Alex Thomas - euphonium solo
    Saxophone quartet - Dallas Ernst, 
    Josh Miller, Rachel Slabaugh and   
    Resha Swanson

    The district’s website, www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us, will be 
undergoing planned maintenance 
between 10 p.m. Saturday, May 10, 
and noon Sunday, May 11. Up to two 
service interruptions of no more than 
three minutes in duration are anticipated 
during this maintenance event.

Web maintenance
set for May 10, 11

Dr. Judene Blackburn recognized 
Tim Harrison, sixth grade science 
teacher, for receiving the James K. 
Tice Memorial Teacher Award at the 
54th Annual Ozarks Science and 
Engineering Fair.  

Sheryle Lamme gave the 
presentation, “Speaking the 
Language of the 21st Century 
Learner: Web 2.0 for the Art Room” 
at the highly selective National Art 
Education Association Convention. 

Music students 
earn I ratings
at state event

FFA Chapter Degree 
Recipients:
Dustin Armistead
Hunter Carroll
Mariyah Kennedy
Taylor Rawlings
Caleb Rowden
Amelia Schmidt
Alicia Sharp
Morgan White

Greenhand Degree 
Recipients:
Joshua Baker
Tyler Brankel
Karrigan Brooks
Jesse Laughlin
Justen Leifer
Madison McKinnon
Sierrah Meadors
Morgan Nobles
Alyson Peek
Robert Ramos-Toves
Jacob Saylor
Megan Shea
Jessica Torres

FFA celebrates at spring banquet

Laura Wick
Evan York

Livestock Judging Team
Jesse Laughlin
Jordan Laughlin
Amelia Schmidt
Evan York

Forestry Team
Blayne Kelley
Shawn Myers
Hunter Carroll
Dustin Armistead

Floriculture Team
Tyler Partridge
Caleb Rowden
Connor Howley
Serena Williams

FFA Knowledge Team
Jesse Laughlin
Joshua Baker
Karrigan Brooks
Jessica Torres

    Waynesville FFA Chapter #MO0301 celebrated 12 years at their annual spring 
banquet Sunday, April 27.  Guest speakers were Area 13 State Vice President Grant 
Talburt from Dora, Mo., and Rodd Whitney, a talent scout for human resources 
at Monsanto Inc.  Also in attendance were Rep. Stephen Lynch; Lisa Schwandt, 
Waynesville Board of Education member; Stephanie Lewis, assistant director of 
Waynesville Career Center, as well as numerous FFA members and guests. 

Advanced Public 
Speaking
Amelia Schmidt

Retiring Seniors
Dustin Armistead
Millie Schmidt
Tyler Prugh
Randy Gray
Kenzi Greer
Callon Zook
Sara Crum
Laura Wick
Logan Long
Jordan Laughlin
Connor Howley
Serena Williams

2014-15 Chapter Officers
President- Jesse Laughlin
Vice President- Evan York
Secretary- Taylor Rawlings
Treasurer- Alicia Sharp
Reporter- Justen Leifer
Sentinel- Hunter Carroll

    Michelle Watson, a WHS senior, has 
been awarded the Lincoln Army ROTC 
Curator’s Scholarship. This scholarship 
is awarded locally by the Lincoln 
ROTC Professor of Military Science.
    The scholarship will cover her first 
semester and is eligible for renewal,  
based on her performance.

Watson receives ROTC 
scholarship to Lincoln



In a memo to FLW staffers, the following was shared: 
    Few professions touch as many people as teachers do. Educators 
contribute to communities across our state every day in many ways. 
During Teacher Appreciation Week, thousands of communities will take 
time to honor their local educators and the commitment, enthusiasm and 
hard work of all educators-past, present and future.
    Teacher Appreciation Week is an opportunity to show our gratitude 
to teachers for all the effort they put in each day toward our children’s 
education and to acknowledge the crucial role teachers play in leading, 
mentoring, and caring for our children.
    Teaching is a challenging, yet rewarding profession. It involves giving, 
sharing, and unlocking the magic of learning. We also know excellent 
teaching is a gift and something to be treasured.
    National Teacher Day (May 6), which falls during Teacher Appreciation 
Week (May 3-9, 2014), is a wonderful opportunity to remind the larger 
community of the value teachers bring to our lives and the lives of 
children everywhere.
    Make it a point to thank your children’s teachers for everything they do 
in our lives and communities as part of their demanding, ever-changing, 
and critical profession.
    Maneuver Support starts here!

    MG Leslie Smith  CSM Terrence Murphy
    FLW Commanding General  FLW Command Sergeant Major

Teacher appreciation week

The Waynesville FFA Chapter members 
attended the 86th Missouri State FFA 
Convention in Columbia, Mo. Top right, 
Evan York, chapter vice president 
elect,  receives the Missouri State Gold 
Chapter Activity Award.  Waynesville 
is ranked in the top 10 percent of all 
chapters in Missouri. Waynesville’s 
chapter ranks 33rd of 344 chapters and 
will compete for a National Chapter 
Award in October.  Center, Logan Long 
receives his 1st place plaque for an Area 
Proficiency Award in Agriculture Sales 
Placement.  Not pictured is Jordan Laughlin 
who also received a first place proficiency 
in Outdoor Recreation Placement. Bottom, 
Waynesville FFA Chapter members prior 
to the April 25 career show: Alyson Peek, 
Caleb Rowden, Evan York, Tyler Partridge, 
Shawn Myers, Justen Leifer, Jessica Torres, 
Jesse Laughlin, Taylor Rawlings, Joshua 
Baker, Alicia Sharp, Hunter Carroll, Tyler 
Brankel and Mariyah Kennedy.

The Sixth Grade Science Bowl participants and 
teachers are: first row, David Parker, Austin 
Schrum and Chloe’ Champbell; second row, 
Tim Harrison and Zac Harrison

    All four Waynesville sixth grade students who 
participated in the 54th Annual Ozarks Science 
and Engineering Fair placed in the competition. 
Nathan Zabek won all of the following:
1st Place in Environmental Sciences
Environmental Solutions Award - $50
Environmental Awareness Award – One-year 
membership in the National Audobon Society and 
Field Guide
Environmental Science Award
MSU Dept of Physics, Astronomy and Materials 
Science- certificate and subscription to Discovery 
magazine
Schneider Foundation Award- $200 cash and 
certificate

Benjamin Riley
4th Place / Honorable Mention in Physics

Christopher Bohannon
Botany Award 

Austin Schrum
Lou and Nadine Memorial Award - $50 cash 
Award 

Sixth graders place 
at Ozark science fair

    Waynesville fifth graders and their parents are 
invited to tour and learn more about the Sixth 
Grade Center from 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 13, 
at the Sixth Grade Center. 
    Families will learn about how the Sixth Grade 
Center is designed to help students transition from 
elementary to middle school. 
    Waynesville sixth graders take an active role in 
school leadership and decision-making through 
student leadership (LEAD) groups, the use of 21st 
Century Skills and Stephen Covey’s, Seven Habits 
of Highly Effective People.

5th graders to tour WSGC



    More than 45 Mu Alpha Theta (high 
school honorary math society) members 
invaded the Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center with totem poles, volcanoes, 
waterfalls and palm trees to set the scene 
for the survival-themed mystery day on 
April 30. 
    Dressed in tribal attire and club shirts, 
members hosted Mighty Mu Mystery 
Day—a full day of Survivor-style 
activities based on problem-solving and 
in particular math!   
    In the morning 6th grade students 
chose their tribal names, made color-
coded braided bracelets for their tribes 
and then participated in a variety of 
challenges from physical feats (digging in 
sand for the keys to unlock the mystery), 

    WHS student Resha Swanson won 
first place in a foreign language essay 
contest with the theme “Connections 
Across Borders: Communication, 
Collaboration and Innovation.”
    The following is a brief excerpt 
from her essay, “By learning a foreign 
language you are not simply becoming 
enriched with a history or culture – 
you’re breaking down barriers to share 
a message. You are communicating. 
Learning a foreign language allows 
those otherwise isolated opinions and 
stories to come together.”
    Swanson will receive a $25 grand 
prize, and her essay will be displayed 
at the annual Foreign Language 
Association of Missouri (FLAM) 
Conference in Kansas City in October.

WHS student wins 
essay contest

WHS senior Kellieon Williams signed a letter of intent to play basketball for 
Coffeyville Community College in Kansas. He is surrounded by his coaches and 
teammates. 

tricycle races, rope races, solving coded 
mystery messages, technology challenges 
(such as online geocaching on iPads), 
assembling 3-4 foot wooden puzzles and 
library searches for mystery books.  Each 
student’s goal was to get to as many of 
the 25 stations as they could in an hour 
collecting the color-coded clues to their 
mystery.  
    After lunch, students worked in 
their color-coded teams to solve their 
mysteries. Students used logic, deducting 
“it can’t be Bugs Bunny…he can’t eat 
chocolate,” or “Batman was last seen 
at 12:05 in the elevator.” Nearly 500 
students worked for an hour to an hour 
and a half to solve their mysteries. Once 
their mystery was solved, student teams 
created posters to share their solutions 
with classmates.
    “It was a great day of ‘higher level 
thinking skills’ although you would have 
a hard time telling the students that’s 
what they were doing!” says 
I-STEM-21 Coach Renita 
DeMalade, and Mu Alpha 
Theta’s sponsor.  
    Students enjoyed the day, 
saying: “This was the best day 
of school ever!” “That was 
awesome!”  “Can we do this 
again?”
    Each year Mu Alpha Theta 
sponsors a large-scale event 

that members must plan, prepare and 
execute to promote the message—
math is fun! Seniors earn their honor 
cords by planning and preparing for 
this event and other events such as 
celebrating Pi Day (March 14) in the 
district.  
    “It’s a wonderful way to combine 
our goals as a district to become 
more of a hands-on environment 
for learning (I-STEM-21) with the 
natural excitement of children to solve 
mysteries!” DeMalade says. 

WHS students host Mystery Day for 6th graders


